
      19.03.19. 

Minutes of the Meeting of CLAPHAM PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 19
th

 March 2019 at 7.45pm 

in the Village Hall. 

 

PRESENT:- Parish Councillors Mr. Langley, (Chair), Mrs. Fraser, Mr. Gaskin, Mrs. Hurley, Mr. Keech, 

Ms. Ornithari, Mrs. Palmer, Mr. Prudham, Mr. Reid, Mrs. Simms, Mr. Sparrow, Mr. Tomkins, Borough 

Councillor Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, 2 representatives from Maulden Vale Ltd and 5 members of the 

public 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:- Mr. Hurst, Ms. Simons 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:- Cllr. Prudham for item 14 as a garage tenant, Cllrs. Fraser & 

Hurley for item 15 as allotment tenants 

 

3.  OPEN FORUM:-  

Representative from Maulden Vale Ltd advised that they were proposing to submit a planning application 

for an additional seven bungalows for over 55s at Park Farm.  The permission granted in January 2018 for 

conversion of the stables to 5 bungalows required renovation to listed building standards as Bedford BC 

considered the development was in the curtilage of the listed Park Farm.  Consequently the project was not 

viable without additional properties being built. Councillors were concerned that it had taken so long for the 

viability issue to have arisen and that properties likely to retail at £400 - £500K were not what the village 

needed.  Chair thanked Maulden Vale for presenting the scheme to Council. 

Allotment tenants were concerned that one tenant had removed a path, put up a fence around a memorial 

seat and installed a CCTV camera.  Cllr. Sparrow advised that the Environment Committee would be 

inspecting the allotments on 09.04.19. and plot holders could discuss the issues then.  Councillors confirmed 

that CCTV cameras were legal provided there was an advisory sign and that there was a sign on the camera. 

Resident was concerned that there was no footway on Highfield Road from Browns Wood and suggested 

that gates should be put in the fencing to provide access to The Glebe open space.  Chair advised that 

Highfield Road and Browns Wood were in Oakley Parish and Cllr. Walker added that Oakley PC had 

requested a footway but the Borough had insufficient funds to install.  Chair advised that fencing was owned 

by householders and there was no public right of way so Council could not pursue.  

 

4.         MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS:- 

The minutes of the meeting held on 19
th

 February 2019, which had been circulated, were approved by those 

present and signed by the Chair.   

 

5.         CLERK’S REPORT: 
Maintenance – Anglian Water was still working in Green Lane and George Street to repair leaks.  Bedford 

BC had raised an order for various carriageway patches and pothole repairs on Green Lane to be carried out 

shortly and had confirmed that the disabled parking bay in Bents Close was genuine.  Lights on the Milton 

Road pedestrian crossing had ben repaired.  Clerk had requested surveys of Green Lane pipework from 

Anglian Water & Cadent and repairs to Queens’s Crescent.  Bedford BC had confirmed that they would 

patch Queens Crescent w/c 18.03.19. and they had put the road forward for resurfacing.  Clerk had repeated 

requests to Bedford BC for a grip into the Green Lane verge to prevent water pooling at the entrance to Park 

Farm/the old stables, repairs to the road opposite 103 and clearing of the ditch. 

Mount Pleasant Road bus shelter – the new shelter had been installed. 

Riverside – trees had been inspected and tree surgeon had advised that no work was needed at present. 

High Street litter bin – bin adjacent to the bus stop had been removed and Bedford BC had agreed to replace. 

 

6. MATTERS ARISING:- none 

 

 

 

 

 



      19.03.19. 

7. REPORTS:-  

a) East West Rail briefing 05.03.19. 

Chair had attended and tabled booklets detailing the 5 route options from Bedford to Cambridge.  Two of 

the options would pass between Clapham & Bedford via Bedford Midland, three would go to the south of 

Bedford via Wixams or a new station.  CPRE favoured route (b) to the south and Bedford BC preferred a 

northern route.  If one of the northern options were chosen a large viaduct would be needed to carry the line 

past Clapham and Chair had expressed concerns about the impact on the community especially as green 

space was already being lost to housing.  Parking and congestion would be more easily resolved at a new 

southern station but Cllr. Walker noted that improvements to Bedford Midland, including a multi storey car 

park and extended platforms, would be funded by Bedford BC thus reducing the cost of the northern routes.     

 

b) Network Meeting 06.03.19. 

Cllr. Sparrow reported that it was disappointing that police had not attended and the advertised presentation 

on Transporting Bedford 2020 could not be given.  The new chair was the Chair of Stewartby PC and 

villages would take turns to present issues affecting their parishes.  Brickhill PC gave a presentation 

highlighting the problems caused by narrow roads and lack of parking in new developments.  The meeting 

discussed working more closely and a six-monthly meeting for Chairs was suggested.  The Borough gave an 

overview of Neighbourhood Planning and Highways and set out the proposals for upgrading the Black Cat 

roundabout.  Examination of the Local Plan 2030 would begin on 28.05.19. for five weeks.  Cllr. Sparrow 

had asked if Bedford BC would let parishes know about speculative plans for development in their villages 

and had been told no as the information was confidential but the Borough would take legal advice to clarify.  

Bedford BC advised that route (e) to the north was their preferred East West rail route.  

 

8. POLICE MATTERS:- 

priority setting meeting 13.03.19. 

Chair reported that another presentation had been given on the Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), Crime and 

Policing Act 2014 and concerns were raised about the value of the meetings.  Police commented that 

residents were posting issues on social media rather than reporting them to the police and they emphasised 

that in ASB cases those reporting incidents were not identified.  They noted that 21 police employees were 

needed to carry out drugs raids and Community Protection Notices could be used for local disputes.  Plain 

clothes officers were working in the villages but the police needed information from residents.  The police 

chat line was an alternative to 101 to report crimes.  

 

There were 14 reported crimes in February, 6 assaults, 4 sending letters to cause distress, 2 threats to kill, 1 

theft and 1 criminal damage. 

 

9. BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT:-  

Cllr. Walker reported that work would be starting on the Oakley Road crossing w/c 18.03.19. and would last 

one week.  The road would be completely closed for some of the work and would be partially closed again 

for resurfacing in April.  Council thanked Cllr. Walker for providing the crossing from her Ward Fund.  

Residents had until 12.04.19. to register to vote and there was a petition on the Borough website requesting 

the creation of three lanes at the end of the Ouse Valley Way to improve safety.  The mobile library would 

be stopping in The Slade from April and Cllr. Fraser suggested that alternative times over a two week period 

would enable more residents to use the service.  Chair commented that removal of the trees from the 

Bedford roundabout had improved visibility. 

 

10. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE:-  
Committee discussed traffic, parking & safety with Bedford BC (see also item 18) and the maintenance of 

the burial ground (see item 16).  Bedford BC was content to consider additional double yellow lines in the 

High Street Highbury Grove and Mount Pleasant Road and parking restrictions at the junction of The Slade 

and Highbury Grove.  The extent of yellow lines would need to be agreed and Bedford BC would need to 

consult residents and the Ward Councillor and any objections would need to be considered.  Bedford BC 

noted that yellow lines would not necessarily remove the problem but could just move it elsewhere and 

would also speed up traffic.   
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Safety outside the school was discussed and Bedford BC confirmed that static cameras to enforce the 

zigzags would be installed before the Autumn term began.  A new road from the Medical Centre onto 

Milton Road and widening of Highbury Grove, Green Lane and possibly Mount Pleasant Road were 

discussed.  The Medical Centre road was a private matter so Bedford BC could not assist, removing verges 

would be very expensive if utilities had to be relocated and widening the roads would speed up traffic.  

Passing bays could be marked using double yellow lines but parking would be lost and any scheme would be 

subject to consultation.  Bedford BC would investigate the narrowing of Green Lane where the banks were 

encroaching. 

Bedford BC suggested that the difficulty in crossing the road in rush hours rather than the surface of the 

Clapham Road cycle path was the reason cyclists stayed on the road.  Access to the cycle path was awkward 

and they would investigate.  Bedford BC would also investigate the poor resurfacing of the Milton Road 

footway around the manhole by the pedestrian crossing and the hole in the concrete slab crossing at The 

Ford.  Committee thanked Bedford BC for attending. 

Committee would inspect the Burial Ground and allotments at the April meeting. 

 

11.       PLANNING COMMITTEE:-    

Applications Decided:  

a) 19/00097/FUL – single storey rear extension at 13 Tinsley Close.  Refused on the grounds that the 

proposed development was too large and out of keeping with neighbouring buildings 

b) 19/00117/FUL – single storey front/side/rear extension at 68 Knights Avenue   Granted 06.03.19. 

c) Prior notification for a single storey rear extension at 35 Queens Crescent.  Granted 26.02.19. 

 

Applications Received:  
a) 19/00290/FUL – single storey rear extension to replace conservatory at 9 Loak Close.  No objection  

b) 19/00383/FUL – two storey rear & single storey side/rear extension at 128 High Street  No objection but 

concern that neighbours should not suffer loss of light. 

 

12.       NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP):- 

Aecom was reviewing the Plan policies a meeting had been arranged with the northern group for 23.05.19.  

Northern Group were looking to give the site a proper name and had requested suggestions from 

Council/NDP Group.  Milton Hill had been suggested and councillors to forward any other suggestions to 

the Clerk by 27.03.19.  

 

13. PUBLICITY REPORT:- 

Cllr. Simms reported that Village News had been distributed.  Bedford BC had advised that lights could be 

put into trees at the Shopping Parade but trees should not be damaged and cables and fittings must not be 

nailed or screwed to the trees.  If the lights were to be left on the trees the ties would need checking and 

adjusting as the trees grew.  Also if the Borough needed to prune the trees Council would be required to 

remove the lights at their cost.  Bedford BC would require details of the lights before installation 

 

14. GARAGES:- 

a) resident request to purchase land at Cody Road garages 

Bedford BC had advised that the land at Cody Road garages would seem to be suitable for housing although 

the informal right of way might be an issue.   

Solicitors had advised that cost of preparing sale documents for garage land would be £2000 + VAT and any 

disbursements to deal with all stages.  £123 of this had already been paid for reviewing deeds.   

Estate agents had advised that Council should invite the two neighbours either side to make an offer for the 

land by a certain date with the proviso that an offer would not definitely be accepted and that if the land was 

to be used for building within 25 years Council would require a proportion of that additional value.  Estate 

agents had suggested that Council should require a proportion of the difference in value between the sum 

paid and the value with planning consent less the cost of obtaining the consent.  Council agreed that any 

purchaser should pay the solicitor’s fees and Clerk to seek written confirmation of the neighbour’s 

commitment to purchase and an estimate of the sale price as garden land. 
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b) security at Cody Road garages 

Clerk had requested police monitor the area.  Clerk reported that outdoor cameras were available from £45 

upwards. Proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. Simms that Council purchase security cameras. 

Agreed 

 

15. ALLOTMENTS:- 

Quotations to fill the gap at the side of the gate had yet to be received.  Allotment tenant had requested a 

noticeboard at the High Street entrance and removal of the dog bin, which had been damaged and dual 

purpose dog/litter stickers for the adjacent litter bin.  Council was content to remove the dog bin and agreed 

that if not badly damaged, it could be relocated to the dog area.  Clerk to request stickers from Bedford BC. 

 

16. BURIAL GROUND:- 

Environment Committee had thanked residents who were planting hedging, trees & shrubs and Council 

agreed that a letter from Council signed by the Chair should also be sent.  Other residents were now 

interested in helping to maintain the site and Clerk would draft a Friends governance document.  An article 

including photographs and thanking volunteers would be included in the next Village News.  The 

application to the Woodland Trust for 15 trees had been successful and trees would be delivered in 

November.  Residents had offered to help plant them and had also requested a litter bin and compost bin.  

These had been discussed by Council when the site was set up but a litter bin would not be emptied by 

Bedford BC.  Cllr. Simons had volunteered to build a compost container from pallets and Council thanked 

her.  Residents had also offered topsoil and Clerk had thanked them and suggested it be stored near the 

ditch.  Two families were interested in donating memorial seats. 

 

17. COMMUNITY LITTER PICK:- 

Keep Britain Tidy was organising a Great British Spring Clean between 22.03.19. and 23.04.19.  Brownies 

and Scouts were not interested but the School wanted to take part and Cllr. Hurley to arrange a suitable date 

with the School.  

 

18. HIGHWAYS:- 

installation of average speed cameras   

Bedford BC had confirmed that two sets of average speed cameras would be installed in summer 2019 and 

had agreed that the Fox & Hounds to The Glebe roundabout would be acceptable for the second set as 

parked cars slowed traffic in the High Street.  Councillors reported parking on footways in the High Street 

and Highbury Grove.  Clerk to ask Parking Services to patrol the No Verge Parking area in Highbury Grove 

and Chair advised that blocked footways should be reported to the police. 

 

19. FINANCE:- 

a) Accounts to pay 

Proposed by Cllr. Hurley, seconded by Cllr. Sparrow that the March accounts listed below be paid.   

Agreed    

 

Payee    Work Carried Out   Amount Paid      Inc. VAT 

J. Burnage    Riverside Security & Allotment              

     Caretaker            105.10 

Warners     Grass cutting February   1,016.00        169.33 

Macemain    Supplying & installing bus shelter 4,873.20        812.20 

Smith of Derby   Servicing Jubilee Clock     272.40          45.40 

Anglian Water    Allotment water      626.47 

White Hart Press   Printing Village News     525.00 

Clapham Village Hall   Hire of Rooms March       24.50      

Mrs. A. E. Paice   Salary March     1,762.82 

HMRC     Quarterly PAYE    2,018.76 

     TOTAL                     11,224.25            1,026.93 
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Accounts already paid 

Nest      Employer & employee pension          

     contributions March                  76.39 

BT     Telephone February – April       110.16         18.36 

           TOTAL         11,410.80            1,045.29 

 

Statement of Account at 28.02.19. 

Current Account £1,000.00 Business Reserve £94,582.30 

Balance Brought Forward at 31.03.18. £  81,780.48       

 

Add Income     £  95,822.51 

       £  1,266.00 garage rent 

       £     510.00 burial grounds 

       £       69.95 interest 

       £       55.00 allotment rent     

Less Expenditure    £  82,455.79      

Balance at 28.02.19.               £ 95,147.20                          

 

Neighbourhood Plan monies held by Parish Council 

Statement of Account at 28.02.19. 

Balance at 31.01.19.      £2,876.54 

Income       £     NIL 

Expenditure       £     10.50 

Balance at 28.02.19.      £2,866.04 

 

b) review of Clerk’s salary 

2018 national pay award covered the period to 31.03.20. Salary scales had been revised and former point 

scale 37 had become point 31  

Proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. Keech that Clerk’s salary be increased to £27,404.59 p.a. (scale point 

31) for 30 hours p.w. w.e.f. 01.04.19.    

Agreed 

 

20. CORRESPONDENCE:-  

Bedford BC – Rural Bulky Waste Collection 06. & 07.04.19. 
Skips would be in Twinwood Road from 8.30am – 3.30pm on Saturday and 8.30am – 2.30pm on Sunday. 

 

21. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:- Tuesday 16
th

 April   

 

 

          Signed……………………….
           

 

          Dated………………….…….. 


	b) review of Clerk’s salary

